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Detailed Action 
Status of claims 

1 . Claims 1 -4 are pending. 

2. Claims 1-4 have been amended. . 



Specification 

3. Prior objection withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
Application Publication 2001/0048534, by Tanaka et al. (hereafter Tanaka). 



Claim 1; 

Tanaka discloses the following claimed limitations: 
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"Transmission origin storage means to which the file to be transmitted is saved; and" 
[paragraph 0055, A transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives image data] 

"Identifying file generating means in the transmission origin storage means for 
generating an identifying file having a unique structure used to identify the transmission origin 
and the file to be transmitted"[0088 discloses, the general information indicates the data and time 
when the print file was recorded last and the name of the device that recorded the print file last. 
The information on each print job indicates the path of the file, the type of paper sheets, and 
number of prints. Figure 7 discloses, shows a print file. 0086 discloses, receives image files 
according to the paths recorded in the print file to print images. Therefore, identifying file 
(0086, print file) generating means in the transmission origin storage (storage mediums, figure 3 
element 36 or 94 ) means for generating an identifying file (0088, print file) having a unique 
structure (figure 7, structure of print file) used to identify the transmission origin (0088, name of 
device) and the file (0088, path of file) to be transmitted (0086, receives image files) is 
suggested.], "identification of the transmission origin and the file to be transmitted being made 
on the basis of a folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin 
apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus of the information transmission system in 
order to identify the identifying file contained in the folder structure and having the unique 
structure used to identify the transmission origin"[0086 discloses, receives print file from the 
electronic camera, and then receives the image files according to the paths recorded in the print 
file to print the images. 0088 discloses, the general information indicates the data and time when 
the print file was recorded last and the name of the device that recorded the print file last. The 
information on each print job indicates the path of the file, the type of paper sheets, and number 
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of prints. Figxire 6 discloses shows the structure of directories including image files stored in a 
storage medium of the electronic camera. Figure 7 discloses, print file. 0070 discloses, reads the 
designated image data from the storage medium or the memory and converts the image data in a 
predetermined format. Figure 1 discloses, view of an electronic camera and printer system. 
Therefore, identification of the transmission origin (0088, name of device) and the file to be 
transmitted (0088, path of file) being made on the basis of a folder structure that has been pre- 
standardized for the transmission origin apparatus (figure 6, structure of directories) and a 
transmission destination apparatus (0055, communication device) of the information 
transmission system (figure 1) in order to identify the identifying file (0088, print file) contained 
in the folder structure (figure 6) and having the unique structure (figure 7, elements of the print 
file) used to identify the transmission origin (0088, name of device) is suggested.]. 

Claim 2: 

Tanaka discloses the following claimed limitations: 

"Transmission destination storage means to which the transmitted file is saved;" [0075, A 
transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives the image data and the directory information 
in accordance with instructions of the CPU.] 

"Monitoring means for detecting that a folder structure in a transmission origin storage 
means provided in a transmission origin apparatus matches a folder structure that has been pre- 
standardized for the transmission origin apparatus and the transmission destination apparatus of 
the information transmission system in order to identify an identifying file contained in the folder 
structure and having a unique structure used to identify the transmission origin; and" [Figure 8 
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and 0093, discloses after that, the printer requests the directory information from the camera. In 
response to the request the camera reads the directory information and transmits it to the printer. 
Figure 1 discloses view of an electronic camera and printer system. Figure 6 discloses, structure 
of directories. Figure 7 discloses, elements of the print file. 0088 discloses, the general 
information indicates the data and time when the print file was recorded last and the name of the 
device that recorded the print file last. Therefore, monitoring means for detecting (0093 and 
figure 8, directory browse) that a folder structure (0093 and figure 8, directory information fi"om 
the camera) in a transmission origin storage (figure 3 elements 94 and 38, storage medium) 
means provided in a transmission origin apparatus (0093, camera) matches a folder structure that 
has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin apparatus and the transmission destination 
apparatus (0093, requests/reads directory information fi-om printer/camera) of the information 
transmission system (figure 1) in order to identify an identifying file (0088, print file) contained 
in the folder structure (figure 6, structure of directories) and having a unique structure (figure 7, 
elements of print file) used to identify the transmission origin (0088, name of device) is 
suggested. ] 

"Saving means for saving, to the transmission destination storage means, a file other than 
the identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means of the transmission origin 
apparatus, on the basis of results of the identification by the monitoring means" [0107 discloses, 
If the image file is included in the directory, the printer requests the file shown in the print job 
from the camera. In response to the request, the camera transmits the image file to the printer." 
and specifically referring to saving the file, 0177 discloses the data transmitting device transmits 
the print file showing the file names of the image files and the print conditions to the data 
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receiving device; and the data receiving device stores the received print file in the storage 
medium] 

Claim 3; 

Tanaka discloses the following claimed limitations: 

"A transmission orgin apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus connected 
together using a standardized serial interface standard, the transmission origin apparatus 
comprising:" [0077 discloses in case of wire communication, a serial interface format such as the 
RS-232, RS-422, the USB and the IEEE1394 may be used] 

"Transmission origin storage means to which the file to be transmitted is saved; and" 
[paragraph 0055, A transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives image data] 

"Identifying file generating means for generating, in the transmission origin storage 
system, an identifying file having a unique structure used to identify the transmission origin, in 
addition to the file to be transmitted" [0088 discloses, the general information indicates the data 
and time when the print file was recorded last and the name of the device that recorded the print 
file last. The information on each print job indicates the path of the file, the type of paper sheets, 
and number of prints. Figure 7 discloses, shows a print file. 0086 discloses, receives image 
files according to the paths recorded in the print file to print images. Therefore, identifying file 
generating means for generating (0086, print file), in the transmission origin storage system 
(storage mediums, figure 3 element 36 or 94 ), an identifying file (0088, print file) having a 
unique structure (figure 7, structure of print file) used to identify the transmission origin (0088, 
name of device) in addition to the file to be transmitted (0088, path of file) to be transmitted 
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(0086, receives image files) is suggested.], ''identification of the transmission origin and the file 
to be transmitted being made on the basis of a folder structure that has been pre-standardized for 
the transmission origin apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus of the information 
transmission system in order to identify the identifying file contained in the folder structure and 
having the unique structure used to identify the transmission origin,'' [0086 discloses, receives 
print file from the electronic camera, and then receives the image files according to the paths 
recorded in the print file to print the images. 0088 discloses, the general information indicates 
the data and time when the print file was recorded last and the name of the device that recorded 
the print file last. The information on each print job indicates the path of the file, the type of 
paper sheets, and number of prints. Figure 6 discloses shows the structure of directories 
including image files stored in a storage medium of the electronic camera. Figure 7 discloses, 
print file. 0070 discloses, reads the designated image data from the storage medium or the 
memory and converts the image data in a predetermined format. Figure 1 discloses, view of an 
electronic camera and printer system. Therefore, identification of the transmission origin (0088, 
name of device) and the file to be transmitted (0088, path of file) being made on the basis of a 
folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin apparatus (figure 6, 
structure of directories) and a transmission destination apparatus (0055, communication device) 
of the information transmission system (figure 1) in order to identify the identifying file (0088, 
print file) contained in the folder structure (figure 6, structure of directories) and having the 
unique structure (figure 7, elements of the print file) used to identify the transmission origin 
(0088, name of device) is suggested.] 

"The transmission destination apparatus comprising: 
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The transmission apparatus storage means to which the transmitted file is saved;" [0075, 
A transmitting/receiving device transmits and receives the image data and the directory 
information in accordance with instructions of the CPU.] 

"Monitoring means for detecting that a folder structure in the transmission origin storage 
means provided in the transmission origin apparatus matches the folder structure that has been 
pre-standardized for the transmission origin apparatus and the transmission destination apparatus 
of the information transmission system in order to identify the identifying file contained in the 
folder structure and having the unique structure used to identify the transmission origin; and" 
[Figure 8 and 0093, discloses after that, the printer requests the directory information from the 
camera. In response to the request the camera reads the directory information and transmits it to 
the printer. Figure 1 discloses view of an electronic camera and printer system. Figure 6 
discloses, structure of directories. Figure 7 discloses, elements of the print file. 0088 discloses, 
the general information indicates the data and time when the print file was recorded last and the> 
name of the device that recorded the print file last. Therefore, Monitoring means for detecting 
(0093 and figure 8, directory browse) that a folder structure (figure 6, 0093, figure 8, directory 
information from the camera) in the transmission origin storage (figure 3 elements 94 and 38, 
storage medium) means provided in the transmission origin apparatus (0093, camera) matches 
the folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin apparatus and the 
transmission destination apparatus (0093, requests/reads directory information from 
printer/camera) of the information transmission system (figure 1) in order to identify the 
identifying file (0088, print file) contained in the folder structure (figure 6, structure of 
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directories) and having the unique structure (figure 7, elements of print file) used to identify the 
transmission origin (0088, name of device) is suggested. ] 

"Saving means for saving, to the transmission destination storage means, a file other than 
the identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means, on the basis of results of the 
identification by the monitoring means." [0107 discloses. If the image file is included in the 
directory, the printer requests the file shown in the print job from the camera. In response to the 
request, the camera transmits the image file to the printer." and specifically referring to saving 
the file, 0177 discloses the data transmitting device transmits the print file showing the file 
names of the image files and the print conditions to the data receiving device; and the data 
receiving device stores the received print file in the storage medium] 

Claim 4: 

Tanaka discloses the following claimed limitations: 

"A folder structure detecting step of detecting a folder structure in transmission origin 
storage means of a transmission origin apparatus to which the file to be transmitted to 
transmission destination storage means of a transmission destination apparatus is saved;" [0058, 
When an inquiry about the structure of directories (folders) including the image files stored in 
the storage medium is received from the communication device such as the printer, the CPU 
produces information on the directory structure. Here the origin storage means is the camera. 
Also, the identifying file includes the structure of folders and the image files as in the source.] 

"An identifying file monitoring step of detecting that the folder structure in said 
transmission origin storage means detected in the folder structure detecting step is a folder 
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structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin and the transmission 
destination of the information transmission system in order to identify an identifying file 
contained in the folder structure and having a unique structure used to identify the transmission 
origin; and" [Figure 8 and 0093, discloses after that, the printer requests the directory 
information from the camera. In response to the request the camera reads the directory 
information and transmits it to the printer. 0094, discloses determines whether or not the print 
file is included in the directory. Figure 1 discloses view of an electronic camera and printer 
system. Figure 6 discloses, structure of directories. Figure 7 discloses, elements of the print file. 
0088 discloses, the general information indicates the data and time when the print file was 
recorded last and the name of the device that recorded the print file last. Therefore, an 
identifying file (0094, print file) monitoring step of detecting that the folder structure (0093 and 
figure 8, directory browse) in said transmission origin storage means (figure 3 elements 94 and 
38, storage mediums) detected in the folder structure detecting step is a folder structure that has 
been pre-standardized for the transmission origin and the transmission destination (0093, 
requests/reads directory information from printer/camera) of the information transmission 
system (figure 1) in order to identify an identifying file (0094, print file) contained in the folder 
structure (figure 6, structure of directories) and having a unique structure (figure 7, elements of 
the print file) used to identify the transmission origin (0088, name of device). ] 

"A copy activation control step of activating and controlling, on the basis of results of the 
identification in the identifying file monitoring step, copy means for copying a file other than the 
identifying file saved to said transmission origin storage means, to the transmission destination 
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storage means."[paragraph 0107, If the image file is included in the directory, the printer 
requests the file shown in the print job from the camera. In response to the request, the camera 
transmits the image file to the printer. This copies the file to the destination storage means.] 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 1I\1>IQ1 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's asserted the foUovsdng (lettered): 

A. That Tanaka does not disclose "identification of the transmission origin and the file to be 
transmitted being made on the basis of a folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the 
transmission origin apparatus and a transmission destination apparatus of the information 
transmission system in order to identify the identifying file contained in the folder structure and 
having the unique structure used to identify the transmission origin" in claim 1 . Applicant's 
appear to assert similar arguments for claim 3. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees that Tanaka does not disclose the 
limitation. Tanaka 0086 discloses, receives print file from the electronic camera, and then 
receives the image files according to the paths recorded in the print file to print the images. 0088 
discloses, the general information indicates the data and time when the print file was recorded 
last and the name of the device that recorded the print file last. The information on each print job 
indicates the path of the file, the type of paper sheets, and number of prints. Figure 6 discloses 
shows the structure of directories including image files stored in a storage medium of the 
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electronic camera. Figure 7 discloses, print file. 0070 discloses, reads the designated image data 
from the storage medium or the memory and converts the image data in a predetermined format. 
Figure 1 discloses, view of an electronic camera and printer system. Therefore, identification of 
the transmission origin (0088, name of device) and the file to be transmitted (0088, path of file) 
being made on the basis of a folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission 
origin apparatus (figure 6, structure of directories) and a transmission destination apparatus 
(0055, communication device) of the information transmission system (figure 1) in order to 
identify the identifying file (0088, print file) contained in the folder structure (figure 6) and 
having the unique structure (figure 7, elements of the print file) used to identify the transmission 
origin (0088, name of device) is suggested. 

B. That Tanaka does not disclose "a folder structure that has been pre-standardized for the 
transmission origin and the transmission destination of the information transmission system in 
order to identify an identifying file contained in the folder structure and having a unique 
structure used to identify the transmission origin" in claim 4. Applicant's appear to assert similar 
argximents for claims 2 and 3. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees that Tanaka does not disclose the 
limitation. Tanaka Figure 8 and 0093, discloses after that, the printer requests the directory 
information from the camera. In response to the request the camera reads the directory 
information and transmits it to the printer. Figure 1 discloses view of an electronic camera and 
printer system. Figure 6 discloses, structure of directories. Figure 7 discloses, elements of the 
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print file. 0088 discloses, the general information indicates the data and time when the print file 
was recorded last and the name of the device that recorded the print file last. Therefore a folder 
structure that has been pre-standardized for the transmission origin apparatus and the 
transmission destination apparatus (0093, requests/reads directory information from 
printer/camera) of the information transmission system (figure 1) in order to identify an 
identifying file (0088, print file) contained in the folder structure (figure 6, structure of 
directories) and having a unique structure (figure 7, elements of print file) used to identify the 
transmission origin (0088, name of device) is suggested. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record listed on PTO-892 and not relied, if any, upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Michael D. Pham whose telephone number is (571)272-3924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Pham Cam Y. Truong 
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